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Brazil 
Amazon Rainforest Extension – Small Group 

22nd September to 26th September 2022 (9 days) 

Trip Report 
 

Bald Parrot by Lev Frid 
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A small, intrepid group of birders met up in Alta Floresta for a few days 
of intense birding at Thaimaçu Lodge, a beautiful property located on 
the scenic Sao Benedito River, teeming with wildlife. Meeting our local 
guide Bruno and having lunch, we set off towards the lodge, stopping 
at a small patch of forest for some birding before it got dark. Here we 
encountered our first species for the trip with a distinctly Amazonian 
flavour, including Paradise Jacamar, Lettered Araçari, White-throated 
Toucan, Black-eared Fairy, Chestnut-backed Antshrike and spectacular 
Turquoise and Paradise Tanagers. 
 
Thaimaçu Lodge is situated in a perfect zone that gives access to a wide 
variety of habitats. Our first order of business was climbing the 45-
metre high canopy tower, allowing us to overlook the beautiful primary 
forest and hunt down some special birds. It took a while for birds to 
activate in the chilly morning, but once they got started the activity was 
steady with Dark-billed and Black-bellied Cuckoo, Scaled Pigeon, Red-
throated Piping Guan, White-browed Hawk, Red-necked Araçari, 
Gould’s Toucanet, White-throated and Channel-billed Toucans, Scale-
breasted and Cream-coloured Woodpeckers, Strong-billed 
Woodcreeper, a cracking male Spangled Cotinga spotted by Derek, 
Flame-crested Tanager, White-necked and Pied Puffbird, Amazonian Trogon, Black-girdled Barbet, beautiful views 
of perched White-bellied Parrots, and much more – it was hard to know where to look! 
 

Our forays into the dark primary forest was well-rewarded with 
several tricky species, including a very cooperative Pavonine 
Quetzal, White-crowned and Red-headed Manakins, Brown-
winged Schiffornis, Golden-crowned and White-crested 
Spadebills, an amazing view of a Short-billed Leaftosser, Curve-
billed Scythebill, cracking Rose-breasted Chat, Blue-cheeked 
Jacamar, Saturnine, Cinereous and Spot-winged Antshrikes, Curl-
crested Araçari, Amazonian Motmot, and a highlight of the entire 
trip – an active lek of Tapajós Hermits, where a male displayed 
to a perched female for several minutes! A quickly moving Bare-
eyed Antbird, on the search for army ants, was less cooperative 
and was just a rapidly moving voice to most. A stately King 
Vulture made an 
appearance as we 

exited the trail. 
 
One morning was spent on a trail visiting a different, sandy forest which 
was extremely productive and produced a new array of birds, including 
the star attraction for this part of the world – the incredible Bald Parrot, 
a species only recently described and endemic to the Tapajos and 
Madeira River watersheds. We had several sightings of perched and 
flying Bald Parrots, often giving amazing views. This was going to be 
hard to beat, but we sure tried – other highlights included four(!) 
Pompadour Cotingas, the range-restricted Brown-banded Puffbird, 
Blackish Nightjars at the nest, Ringed Antpipit, Fulvous-crested and 
Yellow-backed Tanagers, Yellow-bellied, Black-faced and Blue Dacnis, 
Short-billed Honeycreeper, a giant and spectacular Red-necked 

Red-necked Araçari by Lev Frid 

Rose-breasted Chat by Lev Frid 

Short-billed Leaftosser by Lev Frid 
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Woodpecker, Black-tailed, Green-backed and Amazonian Trogons, Blue Ground Dove, Bronzy Jacamar and others 
– a truly epic morning! 
 
Exploring the Sao Benedito River by boat was also productive, with Amazonian Umbrellabird being the headliner 
with a supporting cast of Glossy Antshrike, Sungrebe, Sunbittern, Rufous-breasted Hermit, Amazonian Streaked-
Antwren, Spotted Tody-Flycatcher, and oodles of bizarre but wonderful Hoatzins. Our final afternoon was 
unfortunately a write-off, as the sky was rapidly darkening and thunder and lightning rapidly approaching – but 
we managed to snag a pair of stunning Razor-billed Curassows before the heavens opened up! 
 
Unfortunately due to a cancelled flight, we had to leave Thaimaçu a day early. On the final morning, we decided 
to hit it hard and get as much birding in as possible around the lodge – this was an excellent idea! We added 
several species to our list including a variety of great birds – Red-fan Parrot, Speckled Chachalaca, Laughing Falcon, 
a flock of raucous Red-throated Caracaras, Long-billed Starthroat, Amethyst Woodstar, Yellow-crowned 
Tyrannulet, and even one final Bald Parrot! A great finish to this fantastic little extension, after which we packed 
up and headed back to Alta Floresta, where we arrived without incident and bid goodbye to our new and old 
friends, after having lunch at a nearby restaurant and reminiscing about our wonderful sightings. 
 

 
 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/77786 
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View from the canopy tower at Thaimaçu Lodge at dawn by Lev Frid  

https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://ebird.org/tripreport/77786
mailto:info@rockjumper.com
http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

